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and sheweth them the jeopardies. Verilye yf all thynges that evel
and vitiouse maners have caused to seme inconveniente and noughte
should be refused, as things unmete and reprochefull, then we must
among Christen people wynke at the moste parte of al those thinges,
whych Christ taught us, and so streitly forbad them to be winked at,
that those thinges also whiche he whispered in the eares of his dis-
ciples he conimaunded to be proclaimed in open houses. And yet the
most parte of them is more dissident from the maners of the worlde
nowe a dayes, then my communication was. But preachers, slie and
wilie men, followynge youre counsel (as I suppose) bicause they saw
men evil willing to frame theyr manners to Christes rule, they have
wrested and wriede his doctryne, and like a rule of leade have applyed
it to mennes manners: that by some meanes at the leaste waye, they
myghte agree together. Whereby I can not see what good they have
done: but that men may more sickerlye be evill.
And I truelye shoulde prevaile even as litle in kinges counselles.
For either I niuste saye other wayes then they saye, and then I were
as good to saye nothinge, or els I must saye the same that they saye,
and (as Mitio saieth in Terence) helpe to further their madnes. For
that craftye wyle, and subtil traine of youre, I can not perceave to
what purpose it serveth, wherewith you wolde have me to study and
endevoure my selfe, yf all thinges can not be made good, yet to
handle them wittily and handsomely for the purpose, that as farre
forth as is possible they may not be very evel. For there is no place
to dissemble in, nor to wincke in. Noughtye counselles muste be
openlye allowed and verye pestilent decrees muste be approved. He
shalbe counted worse then a sype, yea almoste as evel as a traytourr
that with a faynte harte doth prayse evel and noyesome decrees.
Moreover a man canne have no occasion to doe good, chaunsinge
into the companye of them whych wyl soner perverte a good man,
then be made good them selfes: through whose evel company he shal
be marred, or els if he remayne good and innocent, yet the wickednes
and follye of others shal be imputed to hym, and layde in his necke.
So that it is impossible with that craftye wyele, and subtel trayne to
turne anye thinge to better.
Wherefore Plato by a goodlye similitude declareth, why wise men
refraine to medle in the common wealthe. For when they see the
people swarme into the stretes, and daily wet to the skinne with
rayne, and yet can not persuade them to goe out of the rayne, and to
take to their houses, knowynge wel, that if they shoulde goe out to them,
they should nothinge prevayle, nor wynne ought by it, but with them
be wette also in the raine, they do kepe them selfes within their
houses, being content that they be safre them selves, seinge they can-
not remedye the follye of the people. Howe be it doubtlesse^ maister